A Guide for Gorham Open Salt Collectors
Denise Lonergan and Lesley Solkoske
George and Carolyn Tompkins were meticulous in their research as evidenced by the very few listings on the Errata in and Addenda to “The HANDBOOK of GORHAM OPEN SALT DISHES” that they published. Unfortunately, Gorham was not as meticulous as the Tompkins.  If one collects Gorham salts and records the salts only by the number imprinted/engraved without an accompanying detailed description or picture, one might pass on an opportunity to add to one’s collection or one might buy a duplicate with a different number.  Following are examples of numbering and other anomalies discovered to date to illustrate the point.  Some of these numbered salts were not included in the Tompkins book but are featured in the First Supplement to The Handbook of Gorham Open Salt Dishes or in the Second Supplement to The Handbook of Gorham Open Salt Dishes by Lesley Solkoske and Denise Lonergan.
· A salt marked 410 that is featured in the First Supplement is the same as Model #GM34 in Tompkins.

· A salt marked 370 is featured in Tompkins as Model #361.

· Two salts with medallions, both numbered 500, are very similar but have different dimensions and different medallions.  The size of the medallions differs as well.

· A Gorham salt numbered 521 is 520 in the Tompkins book.  There is a model with and a model without medallions, both numbered 521.

· Model #540, featured in the Second Supplement, has been found with and without swags.

· A salt numbered 601 is identical to Model #600 in the Tompkins book. 

· A salt numbered 950 is very different from Model #950 in the Tompkins book and is featured in the First Supplement. 

· A salt numbered 2170 is identical to Model #4788 in the Tompkins book.

· A salt numbered 4787 has been found that is identical to #2175 in the Tompkins book.  Both salts have the same date mark.











Several variations of the same model number have been found.   
· Two Model #9 salts have been found, one plain and one with engine turning.

· A variant of Model #020 has been found without medallions and is featured in the First Supplement.

· A variant of Model #200 in Tompkins has been found without the engine turning and with three dangles.  It is featured in the Second Supplement.

· A variant of Model #300 in Tompkins without the handles has been found.  It is featured in the Second Supplement. 

· Two Model #890 salts have been found, one with and one without rings.  There is no hole drilled for the rings in the salt that does not have them, so they have not been removed or have fallen out.

· Two salts numbered 2200 have been found, one plain and one with repousse.

· A gold-plated variant of Model #2740 has been found and is featured in the Second Supplement. 




